DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 459 905 



PS 029 191 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 



INSTITUTION 
SPONS AGENCY 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



PUB TYPE 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Croan # Tara; Hatcher, Juliet; Jager, Justin; Long, Melissa; 
O' Hare, William; Wertheimer, Richard 

The Right Start State Trends: Conditions of Babies and Their 
Families across the Nation (1990-1998) . Child Trends/KIDS 
COUNT Special Report . 

Child Trends, Inc., Washington, DC. 

Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, MD. 

2001 - 00-00 
275p . 

Annie E. Casey Foundation, Attn: KIDS COUNT Special Report, 
701 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. Tel: 410-223-2890; 
Fax: 410-547-6624 ; Web site: http://www.childtrends.org. For 
full text: http://www.kidscount.org. 

Numerical/Quantitative Data (110) -- Reports - Descriptive 
(141) 

MF01/PC11 Plus Postage. 

Birth Weight; Births to Single Women; *Child Health; Early 
Experience; Early Parenthood; Educational Attainment; Family 
(Sociological Unit) ; * Infants; Parent Background; Poverty; 
Premature Infants; Prenatal Care; Racial Differences; 
Smoking; *Social Indicators; *Trend Analysis; *Well Being 
Ethnic Differences; indicators; *United States 



ABSTRACT 



This Kids Count special report examines how children born in 
each state fared on selected measures of a "right start." This statistical 
portrait is based on trends in eight indicators of well-being: (1) percent of 

total births to teens; (2) percent of repeat teen births; (3) percent of 
total births to unmarried women; (4) percent of total births to mothers with 
less than 12 years of education; (5) percent of total births to mothers 
receiving late or no prenatal care; (6) percent of total births to mothers 
who smoked during pregnancy; (7) percent of low birth- weight births; and (8) 
percent of preterm births. Following an introduction detailing the importance 
of each indicator, the report is comprised of profiles for each individual 
state. The data are provided for each year from 1990 to 1998, and data for 
the United States as a whole are presented to provide a point of comparison. 
Findings indicate that the most notable signs of progress in the 1990s were a 
drop in the percentage of mothers receiving late or no prenatal care and a 
drop in the percentage of mothers reporting smoking during pregnancy. Modest 
progress was evident in a decline in repeat teen births and a decline in the 
share of births to mothers with less than 12 years of education. The United 
States lost ground in the percentage of births that were low birth weight, 
the percentage of infants born prematurely, and the percentage of total 
births to unmarried women. Substantial differences were identified by race 
and Hispanic origin for each indicator except smoking during pregnancy. The 
report's three appendices contain state rankings by indicator for 1998; 
definitions, data sources, and reporting issues; and the primary contacts for 
state Kids Count projects. (KB) 
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Trends In Key Indicators, 1990-1998 
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